fever and diphtheria are very carefully gone into, and it is shown that, during the year, 796 cases of postscarlatinal diphtheria occurred out of a total of 15,241 completed cases of s carlet fever. It is difficult to gauge accurately the extent of the injury caused by diphtheritic infection in scarlet fever cases, but it is worthy of note that, putting on one side, of course, the convalescent hospitals, the hospital which has by far the lowest mortality among its scarlet fever cases is the one at which cases of diphtheria are not taken in,. If the explanation of the Earl's Cjurfc explosion which was given by Captain Thomson and was accepted by the jury is correct, it furnishes another example of the dangers of a low flash petroleum and of the wisdom of the conclusion arrived at by the Petroleum Committee. It appears that the magazine contained gunpowder, bombs, petroleum, and sodium, the latter being contained in sealed tins. The custom was to open the tins outside the magazine, and then carry the pieces of sodium back and keep them immersed in a petroleum bath until they were required in the exhibition. The explanation given of the explosion is that a bit of the sodium must have dropped on the floor, and, rapidly absorbing oxygen, must have broken into a flame which, exploding the petroleum vapour arising from the bath, set fire to the oil and all the other contents of the magazine, including, of course, the gunpowder. If this is so, the conduction of the flame from the burning sodium to the oil was due to the explosive vapour which the latter gave off.
